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I am pleased to forward the periodical report of activities of the Hon. Consulate General of
Turkey, Chittagong. The duration of the report is from April 2011 to December 2012.

This is for your kind record and sending one copy to the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ankara for their kind perusal.
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I Activities in 2011:

1. Visit of Turkish Business Delegates to Chittagong Chamber of Commerce

Bangladesh business leaders have urged the government of Turkey to withdraw anti-dumping
duty on export of readymade garments (RMG) and textiles from Bangladesh. The business
leaders made the request through the 10-member Turkish business delegation during its visit to
the Chittagong Chamber of Commerce and Industry in April 2011. The CCCI Directors welcomed
the business leaders of Turkey headed by president of Turkey-Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Mr. Fikret Cicek. Other members of the delegation were TBCC|
Secretary General Murat Karaca, Ahmed Cekir, Dr. Mehmud Said, Hasan Huseyin, Baris Aydin,
Nasir Bayraktar, Huseyin Cetin, Mahmut Akarsu and Ismail Akbas. Senior vice president of the
ccCl Mahbubul Alam who chaired the meeting said: "As Muslim states Turkey and Bangladesh
have been maintaining excellent friendly and business relations but it is very unfortunate that
the Turkish government has recently imposed safeguard duty for which our exporters have to
pay 17 per cent duty in the sector.” He asked the delegation members to import greater
volume of readymade garments, leather, jute and cerarnics from Bangladesh.

2. Books Handed over to the Dept. of Islamic History & Culture, University of Chittagong
provided by Turkish Embassy

Honorary Consul General, Republic of Turkey, Chittagong handed over the books on Turkish
History to the Department of Islamic History and Culture, University of Chittagong that were
provided by the Turkish Embassy. These books will be useful to their academic staff and
students through which they can be informed about Turkish History, Literature, Civilization,
Historical Sites, Heritage, Turkish Foreign Policy etc.

3. Web page development

Web page on Honorary Consulate General of Turkey, Chittagong was developed at the request
of the Turkish Embassy in September 2011 for inclusion in MOFA Webpage. The site has been
named as http://www.salahuddinkasemkhan.com . A CD copy was handed over to the Embassy in
Dhaka.




. Activities in 2012

1. Holy Relics Exhibition of Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (SM)

The holy relic of our beloved Prophet Hazrat Mohammad (PBUH) was displayed at the Historical
Shah Jame Masjid, Anderkilla and the Jamatul Fallah in the Port City of Chittagong during 23 —
24 February 2012. The holy relic was first displayed at the Baitul Mukarram National Mosque in
Dhaka on 21 February 2012. It was initiated by Turkish Cultural Centre, Dhaka that was brought
to the city from Istanbul. The Relic was seen by thousands of Muslims from all areas of
Chittagong District who for the first time had this unique opportunity.

The Honorary Consulate General of the Republic of Turkey in Chittagong arranged successful
exhibition at the Shahi Jame Masjid, Anderkilla and the Islamic Foundation, Chittagong and
organized a Milad and private viewing for the elite of the Port City and religious leaders.

2. Bangladesh Prime Minister’s visit to Turkey

During the visit of the Bangladesh Prime Minister, H. E. Sheikh Hasina to Turkey from April 11 to
April 13, 2012 seven agreements and memorandums of understanding (MoUs) were signed
between Bangladesh and Turkey mainly to boost bilateral trade and investment.

The agreements were inked following the official talks between Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the latter's office.

Both the prime ministers witnessed the signing of the agreements and MoUs. These were:
agreement on reciprocal promotion and protection of investment; agreement concerning
mutual abolition of visas for holders of diplomatic, service/official, and special passports;
agreement on customs cooperation; MoUs on scientific and technical cooperation in the field of
agriculture, and cultural, scientific and educational exchange programme.

The MoUs also included letter of intent to join International Jute Study Group (1JSG) and sister-
city protocol between Sylhet and Konya, the resting places of two great Sufi philosophers and
spiritual leaders -- Hazrat Shahjalal (RA) and Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi (RA).

Sheikh Hasina’s visit may have added a new dimension to the Bangladesh-Turkey, especially in
terms of trade and investment. The Turkish government has agreed to increase government
scholarships to Bangladesh students to study in Turkey and agreed to restore the historic Shahi
Jam-e-Mosque at Andarkilla of Chittagong. It may be noted that Turkey plans to construct 500
community clinics in Bangladesh.




The Honorary Consul General was a Member of the Private Sector FBCCI Delegation and
attended all functions with the Bangladesh Private Sector where the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh was present.

He also was present in the Foundation Laying Ceremony by the Prime Minister of Bangladesh of
the Bangladesh Embassy in Ankara and was present at the opening of Bangladesh Consulate
General in Istanbul by the Foreign Minister which will enhance Socio-Economic cooperation
between Bangladesh and Turkey. The Foreign Minister requested the Hon. Consul General of
Turkey to say a few words on this occasion.

3. Visit of Turkish Red Crescent Delegation to Cox’s Bazar, Chittagong headed by the
President of Turkish Red Crescent Society

Delegates of Turkish Red Crescent with its President made a tour at Cox’s Bazaar and
Chittagong from 31 July to 03 August 2012. The Honorary Consulate General provided a car
with staff to the Delegation in Cox's Bazaar.

Turkish Red Crescent Aid Society delivered the aid to the Rohingya Muslims who escaped to
Bangladesh after being exposed to violence in the Arakan (Rakhine) region of Myanmar.
Chairman of the Turkish Red Crescent Ahmet Lutfi Akar, Red Crescent Director General Omer
Tasli and aid team of Turkish Red Crescent Aid Society went to the Cox's Bazaar region of
Bangladesh near border with Myanmar to identify on site what Rohingya Muslims need. After
inspecting the Kutuballc:ng camp in Cox's Bazaar, Turkish Red Crescent team joined the
disbursement of aid. Rice, sugar, lentil, salt and cooking oil were given to Rohingya Muslims at
the distribution centre. Alongside Turkish aid team, volunteers coming from different places
gave financial aid to needed ones too. Akar stated that they were aiming to observe on-site so
they could find out what they would need to pass to needed ones. He added that with the
support of the Turkish government, Turkish Red Crescent would keep helping the Rohingya
Muslims, Mr. Akar expressed that they were in touch with the Bangladeshi officials too. More,
they got informed about the government's policies over the asylum seekers and said,
"Bangladeshi government does not want too many refugees coming in. They do not want
refugees changing their standards. That is why we are also helping Bangladeshis. Our actual
wish is to help people who ran away from their homes and seek asylum." He underlined the
help of Turkish government and said, "This is the tradition of the Republic of Turkey, all our
non-governmental organizations keep coming here, | would like to thank them too."

The Hon. Consul General sent from Chittagong a Pajero Jeep and a twelve seated passenger bus
for the Turkish Delegation at the request of the Turkish Embassy, Dhaka. The Protocol Officer of
the Consulate General also accompanied the team during their Cox's Bazar visit.



4, Visit of NGO/Delegates of Turkish NGO and Embassy to Cox's Bazar

Delegates of Turkish Embassy made a visit at Cox’s Bazar, Chittagong on 19 August 2012. The
team was headed by Mr. Bulent gedikli, Vice Secretary General of Justice & Development Party.
The team also distributed relief to the Rohingya Muslims at Kutubalong camp in Cox's Bazaar.
The Hon. Consulate General provided the vehicles with support during stay to the Delegation in
Cox's Bazaar at the request of the Turkish Embassy in Dhaka.

5. Proposal submission for Turkish Technical School in Fatikchari, Chittagong

Proposal on ABC Bangladesh — Turkish Technical Schoal was submitted to the Turkish Embassy
as well as to TIKA that will be established at Fatikchhari, Chittagong. Revised the budget with a
new list of machineries and equipment for Welding & Fabrication Unit and Industrial Sewing
Unit including Generator, Transformer & Furniture for both units were also submitted in
December 2012.

The building for the proposed TIKA Project has been donated by A. K. Khan Foundation built
with on 2 acres of land received by the family of Janab Z. H. Chowdhury of Fatikchari. This could

develop as a model of Turkish Technical assistance for Skills Development in the Port City of
Chittagong District.

6. Visit of Turkish TIKA and Yardimeli to Chittagong

The Consulate General arranged for the TIKA Teams' visit to project site with representative of
A K Khan Foundation and arranged hotel and transport for the TIKA Delegation. Official
reception was given to the two delegate’s Mr. Mustafa Karaca and Mr. Sukru Can of Turkish
NGO YARDIMELI at Chittagong Airport on 21st October at 4:50 pm and provided them
accommodation at the guest house of Chittagong Club. They visited proposed Orphanage
Complex on Railway Land near CDA market at Pahartoli under the leadership of Mr.
Shamsuddin Khan GM (Admin & Estate) — A. K. Khan Foundation and Mr. Abul Bashar, Divisional
Coordinator — A. K. Khan Foundation. The team was accompanied by Mr. Abdul Bari
Chowdhury; Mr. Kamrul Hasan Khokon; Mr. Abdul Monir, Asst. Manager-Zakat and Mr. Md.
Ziaur Rahman, Protocol Officer of the Consulate General. The land is located in a suitable place,
very near to the Dhaka Trunk Road, of about 1.5 acres, which is equivalent to 6,000 sq. mt. The
land is quite small as they require about 5 acres of land (Approx. to 20,000 sq.mt.)
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Partial view of the proposed site of the complex at Pahartoli

The 2™ Site Visit was at Nasirabad, Chittagong. Professor Dr. Mainuddin Ahmed Khan along
with an interpreter has joined the team at proposed site for the complex at Nasirabad, near
Southern Medical College and Hospital. The land is about 10 acres (approx. 40,000 sq. mt.),
most of which is KHASH LAND occupied by un-authorized people. This land will meet the
requirement of their demand. But it will require the process of Government allocation.

Partial view of the proposed site of the complex at Nasirabad



The 3™ Site that the Team visited was the land at Mohora beside the A. L Khan High School. This
land is also smaller than their requirement.
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Partial view of the proposed site of the complex at Mohora

The Turkish Team has taken video footage of all of the three sites.

They also visited A.K. Khan CRP- Chittagong Center, Kalurghat. The Delegates were delighted to
see such a good establishment under A.K. Khan Foundation. A primary meeting was held there
between the team and Professor Dr. Mainuddin Ahmed with the help of an interpreter.

They visited A. K. Khan-UCEP Technical School and discussed with the management, teachers
and students of almost all level. They were pleased to see such an exclusive Technical Institute

established in-collaboration with the A.K. Khan Foundation. They have taken video footage of
all the activities including the Feeder School.

They visited Jibeeka Karnafuli Zakat Project and talked with a group of female members at
Mohora and were very much impressed to know about such an initiative with Zakat Fund for
the poor community in Chittagong. They have shown keen interest in different income
generating activities of the poor members.

They met Mr. Ismail Akbas, Head of Section of Int’| Turkish Hope School and had a long meeting
to discuss on various purpose of their visit,

On 23 October 2012, the Team visited Islamabad Balika Etimkhana (IBE) and was impressed to
see such a moral and welfare activities running with the support from A.K. Khan Foundation.
They donated USD 200 to IBE's as a symbol of their support to it. Earlier they visited Head
Office of A. K. Khan Foundation and had a meeting with Mr. Abul Bashar, Divisional Coordinator
of A. K. Khan Foundation to explain their present activities in different countries including
Indonesia, Pakistan, Sudan, Ethiopia, etc. and also to set their future plan in Bangladesh.



The team informed that they have a 5ig complex in Sudan for the Orphans (both for boys &
girls) which include Madrassa, Mosque, Vocational Center, Health Clinic, Dormitory, and
Dinning & Kitchen. They like to establish such a project in Chittagong. The project shall be
named as “AKABE YETIMLER KULLIYESI” Chittagong, Bangladesh (AKABE ORPHANAGE), for
which they would require land measuring about 20,000 Sq. mt. equivalents to 5 acres from the
Government of Bangladesh. Basically it will be a modern education centre for the orphans in
Chittagong and the students will be collected from all over Bangladesh.

The project shall be run under Turkish Management with the name of their own NGO. Thus
they would need permission and registration from NGO Bureau to work as International NGO in
Bangladesh. The Fund shall be managed by their own but they will need working support from a
local Organization in Bangladesh for which they will do necessary agreement like MOU and the
governing body of the institute shall be constituted with maximum of Bangladeshi people.

The visiting team members of Yardimeli expressed their satisfaction after the visit in Chittagong
and they reiterated their commitment to implement the project in Chittagong if they get all
support from all section of people of Bangladesh, particularly the Govt. for the land.

The Consulate General Chittagong arranged full time transportation and made accommodation
and meetings with local representatives and Foundation in Chittagong.

7. Turkish International Hope School, Chittagong

On the request of the Turkish Hope School Chittagong and H. E. the Turkish Ambassador Mr.
Vakur Erkul, the Consul General personally spoke to the Chairman, Shugandha Housing Society
and some members of the society to allow the New Turkish Hope School to operate the new
school — which was facing opposition from some members of the society.

The Consul General also personally requested the Mayor of Chittagong — who took personal
interest and initiative called a meeting of the Sugandha Housing Society area to discuss of the
Turkish Hope School and Turkish Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and arranged for an
amicable settlement of the matter allowing opening of the New School in the new academic
year. The Mayor of Chittagong deserves over special consideration for his kind personal
intervention in this matter. He may be invited to visit Istanbul in the future.




8. Publication

Publication on Turkey in the leading Bengali news paper of the Port City of Chittagong
“Purbokone” was published by Islamic Scholar Janab Ahmedul Islam Chowdhury. 20 articles on
various Islamic sites and historical monuments was highlighted in these articles — these regular
articles in one of the leading Bengali Dailies informed the citizens of the Port City of Chittagong
about Istanbul in particular and Turkey in general.

The enclosed book “Turkey: An Osmanian Empire” in Bangla which was formally launched by H.
E. the Turkish Ambassador Mr. Vakur Erkul on 31* March 2011, was translated into English
titled “Turkey: An Osmanian Empire (Tirkiye & Osmanli Imparatorlugu) ” for wider circulation.
The Hon. Consul General bore the cost of the both publications which has been distributed free
of cost.



1. Recommendations

A. Economic

1. Setting up a Turkish S.E.Z. in the Port City of Chittagong

For Turkish Industries to tap the Bangladesh, N. E. India, Myanmar, Central China and
ASEAN Markets. This could become a hub for Turkish Industry as a low cost production base
in this strategic “Bay of Bengal Growth Triangle” on the side India on the one side India on
the other ASEAN and China to the North.

2. Turkish participation in_Exhibition of Chittagong Chamber of Commerce as Partner
Country during winter month, December/ January every year

Every year Chittagong Chamber of Commerce and Industry has this type of International
Exhibition. Turkish Exhibition Agency can propose to CCCl and TBCCl to be Partner
Organization for next year 2013/14.

B. Education

3. Setting up of an Institute of Turkish Developmental and Cultural Studies in the
Chittagong University

This Institute could do research on Bangladesh — Turkish historical and economic relations
over centuries as Bangladesh particularly the Port City of Chittagong was on the Southern
Silk Route from China to Turkey via Bengal (Bangladesh) with special emphasis on the
economic links between the Port Cities of Chittagong and Istanbul — having been the
Shipbuilding region in the 15" Century where Turkish Naval Fleet was constructed in
Chittagong in preference to ship yards of Alexandra in Egypt under the Osmanli Sultans.

4. Exchange of Students and Faculty between Universities of Chittagong and Istanbul
Exchange of Faculty and Students between the Military Academy, Bhatiyari and Naval
Academy in Chittagong with Turkish Naval Academy’s in Istanbul.

5. Invite a delegation of Vice Chancellors of Universities in the Port City of Chittagong to
visit Turkish Universities in Istanbul for facilitating networking between these
Universities — leading to exchange of students and faculty.
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C. Technical and Social Welfare

6. Set up 100 Medical Clinics in Chittagong Region
Setting up 100 Medical Clinics in Chittagong Region under the Turkish Govt. Proposal by
TIKA to set up Community based Medical Clinics in Chittagong.

7. Provide Turkish Gowt. Scholarships to Chittagong University (CU) and Chittagong
University of Engineering and Technology (CUET), Rangunia, Chittagong

D. Cultural & Historical

8. Undertake the renovation and restoration of the Shahi Jame Masjid Anderkilla as agreed
in the Joint Commique between the Prime Ministers of Bangladesh and Turkey.
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